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Main breeds in CH
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Regional distribution of breeds
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Goat meat production (2009)

• Total meat consumption (beef, pork, ...) in CH: 413'319 t

mean/person 2000/02-20070/9
• Beef 10.99 kg (+7.7%)
• Sheep 1.22 kg (-16.8%)
• Goat 0.08 kg (-18.2%)
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• Domestic production: 493 t slaughter weight (SW)
• Export: none – Import: 267 t (mainly France)
• if eaten at all – goat (kids meat) is mostly consumed around 

Easter
• at present: CHF 7 – 20 / kg SW depending on quality and season
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Goat milk production (2010) 
(mean per breed/year, goats > 30month)

• Saanen 844 kg 
• Chamois Coloured 758 kg 
• Toggenburger 729 kg 
• Appenzeller 686 kg 
• Grison Striped 580 kg 
• Valais Blackneck 595 kg
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• Valais Blackneck 595 kg
• Nera Verzasca 454 kg

• No exact numbers of the amount of milk produced
• By guess only half of the milk produced is sold on the market
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• Total cheese production in CH: 181‘328 t (2010)



Goat cheese production (2009)

• Total cheese consumption (cow, sheep, goat) : 
21.4 kg (mean/person) (+7.6%: 2000/02-2007/09)

• No exact numbers on consumption of goat cheese
• Export: nearly none – import: yes
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• Sales volume of Coop (one of the two big retailers in CH):
• 250 t goat cheese 
• about 66% imported (mainly France)
• 5% from organic production
• last ten years: volume doubled
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Marketing of milk and cheese

• At present:

• CHF 1.00-1.40 / kg milk at the dairy, 
CHF 0.80-2.00 / kg by direct marketing

• CHF 20-25.00 / kg cheese depending on type 

• Marketing opportunities: 
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• Marketing opportunities: 
very much depending on milk amount produced per farm, 
region and location of farm

• Dairy (local or national)

• Directly: cheese dairy and shop on farm 

• Farmer‘s markets

• Alpine cheese production



Export of breeding animals (2008)
• 164 goats sold: 13 bucks, 151 goats (2007: 157). 
• 126 Saanen, 20 Toggenburger, 8 Chamois Coloured, 10 others
• Export to Austria (85), Italy (62), Germany (9) and Sweden (8)

CHF
• Goat < 1 year 350.00 – 420.00 
• Goat 1. lactation 400.00 – 550.00 
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• Goat 1. lactation 400.00 – 550.00 
• Goat 2./3. Lactation 450.00 – 600.00 
• Goat > 5 years 350.00 – 500.00 
• Buck < 1 year 350.00 – 700.00 
• Bucks > 1 year 400.00 – 600.00 

����������������

In 2010 nearly no exports due to stop of financial
support for export by the state



Animal welfare legislation 
• Tie stalls: the installation of new stalls is not allowed 

• Lenght and width of stalls regulated
• Outdoor run: 120 days in summer, 50 days in winter, not more than 

two weeks without run
• Loose housing:

• Space allowance depend on group size: less / more than 15 goats
• Pen size, lying area, number and width of feeding places regulated
• Of elevated lying niches, 80 percent of the area may be counted 
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• Of elevated lying niches, 80 percent of the area may be counted 
towards the lying area

• Sufficient and suitable litter in lying area, not necessary in lying 
niches

• No peforated floors for goats < 30 kg
• Kids: 

• Until 4 months of age group housing required
• Roughage (hay) ad libitum
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Housing systems – tie stalls
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Housing systems – tie stalls
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Housing systems – tie stalls
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Housing systems – loose housing 
for small groups
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Housing systems – loose housing 
for small groups
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Housing systems – loose housing 
for small groups
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Housing systems – loose housing 
for bigger herds
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Housing systems – loose housing 
for bigger herds
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Housing systems – loose housing 
for bigger herds
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Aspects of farming policy
• Direct and ecological payments

• Animal welfare legislation is a pre-condition 
• The farmer has to prove that everything is conform 
• Inspections on average every third year

• Additional payments for
• Organic production
• Alpine pasture (~ CHF 64.00 per goat)
• „Especially animal welfare friendly“ housing systems
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• „Especially animal welfare friendly“ housing systems
• ~ CHF 18.00 per goat, year
• 33 % of goats and 15 % of farms participated in 2009

• „Regular outdoor run“
• ~ CHF 36.00 per goat, year 
• 75 % of goats and 52 % of farms participated in 2009

• Further labels from the private sector (Bio suisse, kagfreiland, ...)
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Alpine pasture
• Alpine farms 

• in particular for goats or in combination with sheep or cattle
• small herds – big herds (>200 goats)

• Duration: about 100 days (june – august)
• Very old buildings – modern buildings
• Increased demand for alpine cheese 
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Alp „Malschuel“
• Association „Ziegenfreunde“ www.ziegenfreunde.ch
• Aim: Promotion of goat products (meat, cheese)
• Cooperation with „Culinarium“ selling regional culinary 

specialties
• Own alpine farm

• 250 goats with loose housing
• Cheese production
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• Cheese production



Alpine impressions
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Alpine impressions
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Alpine impressions
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Conclusions
• There is no „typical“ Swiss goat farm
• Reasons for keeping goats are very different (tradition, hobby, 

breeding, production)
• Goat products play not an important part in Swiss agricultural 

production
• Increasing demand for goat cheese
• Reliable potential for selling dairy goat products:
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• Reliable potential for selling dairy goat products:
marketing success depends on the effort of the farmer

• Goats are an important species to sustain alpine landscapes –
not least for tourism
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